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S. 2606 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the 
names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) and the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2606, a bill to reauthor-
ize the United States Fire Administra-
tion, and for other purposes. 

S. 2618 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2618, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to provide for 
research with respect to various forms 
of muscular dystrophy, including Beck-
er, congenital, distal, Duchenne, 
Emery-Dreifuss Facioscapulohumeral, 
limb-girdle, myotonic, and 
oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophies. 

S. 2639 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2639, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for an assured 
adequate level of funding for veterans 
health care. 

S. 2657 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2657, a bill to require the Secretary of 
Commerce to prescribe regulations to 
reduce the incidence of vessels col-
liding with North Atlantic right whales 
by limiting the speed of vessels, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2668 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. BUNNING) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2668, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
move cell phones from listed property 
under section 280F. 

S. 2701 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-

braska, the name of the Senator from 
Nebraska (Mr. HAGEL) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2701, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to estab-
lish a national cemetery in the eastern 
Nebraska region to serve veterans in 
the eastern Nebraska and western Iowa 
regions. 

S. 2703 
At the request of Mrs. DOLE, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2703, a bill to reduce the re-
porting and certification burdens for 
certain financial institutions of sec-
tions 302 and 404 of the Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act of 2002. 

S. 2713 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. DEMINT), the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) and the 
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2713, a 
bill to prohibit appropriated funds from 
being used in contravention of section 
642(a) of the Illegal Immigration Re-
form and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act of 1996. 

S. 2714 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 

(Mr. SESSIONS), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. DEMINT), the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN) and 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mrs. 
DOLE) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2714, a bill to close the loophole that 
allowed the 9/11 hijackers to obtain 
credit cards from United States banks 
that financed their terrorists activi-
ties, to ensure that illegal immigrants 
cannot obtain credit cards to evade 
United States immigration laws, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2731 
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2731, a bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 
to provide assistance to foreign coun-
tries to combat HIV/AIDS, tuber-
culosis, and malaria, and for other pur-
poses. 

S.J. RES. 28 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) and the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Mr. FEINGOLD) were added 
as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 28, a joint 
resolution disapproving the rule sub-
mitted by the Federal Communications 
Commission with respect to broadcast 
media ownership. 

S. RES. 118 
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 118, a resolution urging the Gov-
ernment of Canada to end the commer-
cial seal hunt. 

S. RES. 138 
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 138, a resolution honoring the 
accomplishments and legacy of Cesar 
Estrada Chavez. 

S. RES. 390 
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 

of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 390, a resolution designating 
March 11, 2008, as National Funeral Di-
rector and Mortician Recognition Day. 

S. RES. 476 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-

ida, his name was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 476, a resolution designating 
March 25, 2008, as ‘‘Greek Independence 
Day: A National Day of Celebration of 
Greek and American Democracy’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4148 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD), the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. CLINTON), the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) and the 
Senator from New York (Mr. SCHUMER) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 4148 intended to be proposed 
to S. Con. Res. 70, an original concur-
rent resolution setting forth the con-
gressional budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2009 and in-
cluding the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal years 2008 and 2010 
through 2013. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DODD: 
S. 2741. A bill to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for dis-
ability savings accounts, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Disability Sav-
ings Act of 2008. This important legis-
lation is designed to help individuals 
with disabilities live full and produc-
tive lives for all their years. 

As we all know, disability is a part of 
human experience. The U.S. Census Bu-
reau reports nearly 20 percent of Amer-
icans have some level of disability 
while 12.5 percent reported a severe dis-
ability. We should do what we can to 
make it possible for these Americans 
to live independently, exert control 
and choice over their lives, and fully 
participate in their communities. One 
of the key ways we can accomplish this 
goal is to help individuals with disabil-
ities and their families save money for 
disability related expenses, especially 
those expected over the course of full 
life. 

Over the years, Congress has pro-
vided incentives to American families 
to save for various long term goals: 
college education, home ownership, and 
retirement. These incentives have 
given families the tools to help their 
children, well after they have left the 
home. 

But for families who have a child 
with a disability, particularly a cog-
nitive disability, these goals may not 
match their needs. Many of these chil-
dren will depend on Medicaid, Social 
Security Disability Insurance, and 
Supplemental Security Income. They 
cannot risk losing these benefits. And 
they may never get to the point where 
they can consider college or home own-
ership. 

These individuals will frequently 
incur significant additional costs re-
lated to services and supports nec-
essary to maintain health and inde-
pendence. Parents also have to worry 
about what will happen to their chil-
dren after they are gone. 

The World Institute on Disability re-
ports that over 1/3 of adults with dis-
abilities live in households with in-
come of $15,000 or less. According to 
the 2005 American Community Survey, 
median earnings for individuals with 
disabilities were a little more than half 
of the median income of those without 
disabilities. 

It is common for families to provide 
for individuals with significant disabil-
ities who cannot support themselves. 
These families often do this at great 
cost to themselves both financially and 
emotionally. They do it out of love, 
and they do not ask to be relieved of 
their burdens. But they are hoping that 
we can provide the tools to help them 
ensure their loved ones can lead full 
lives for many years. 

That is why I am introducing the 
Disability Savings Act of 2008. This bill 
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